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ty may be LmPartUghy. o £40 I hope Few do not. ap- 
--Yet if 
o findc it Troth, -b ; « End and Deſis of 1 [OL Writing, as 
; re It 1s, Te mall de nrit Known What you Atirm, and 
what you Deny , before Fs Matter can be examin'd ; eſpe- 
cally as to thoſe grahd bene of arezof common Concern, 

_OE | have ms < the S of my Enquiries : I mean, 


Febpiny ecution of 
ws. men at _ ha ttle more Lightanto 
f deſive- tknowlel Natura) Conſtience 


IS, pos rs to _ LIIPapies ? 


I told_yoy. in my mr Rewarks, That I thought it was 
Neceſlary\.as# Ground vr Morality, to allow a natural diſtin- 
Qion Good Evil Right and Wrong , terpe &: 


honeſtum, Vertue and Vice. And: this diſtinQion, I thought, 
was manifeſted and ſupported by Natwral Conſcience : whether 
amongſt thoſe that have or have not External Laws. This, 1 


wn is tgught us plainly þ Lhe mt of the Geniles hen 
nat WW 
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o 21 q & for- it.” $a 
Reb Nay ns of it 2s tn | 
ac Li dar the Obje&ts of -Conſcieace. 1 thike Cotdicience-to 
rehte to-our Moral Actions: only, and to the diſtinQtian af 
med Good and Evil, and. ſuch-other; Differeqtes: bone" 
 excoling-or juſtifying vs acgording as wehaverodſery'U, 
leted' or contemn'd thoſe Differences This we 
by natura] Conſcience, .and take it to be the Foundation Df as 
twral Religion, D tht is of Revealed. 

. Now 1 do not.remember, that,. in this ſence, you have once 
nara'd natural Conſcience in your Bobk': 'tho? you'had a: fair 
I for it in your large Diſcourſe about Preffical Pron- 
in your Third Chapter, Book]. | But it may be; you think 

there .is none. truly gatural. in this: A a: However, 
ſeeing you own natural Religion, let's\ c@nſider what you-un- 
PG by it, and how yau can make it ſabſiſt without natural 
Conſtience, in-that Sence aud notion we have given of it-- You 


Hye Region I, think,' in the\Belref | of the Hting (of-4 Pap ape 


Gott... arid of Obedie 
"and is well | But the-Queſtion is,| what/Law's 
oſe are that we = t to obey, or how we can know!them 
without Reyclation, unleſs, you.take in natural-Couſcience for 
PENS of; fpbed and- "Oo 210 au Kea of: nt 
ou have 0 Ihe 2000s t Principle Conſcience, «l 
true Idea of Ced with Moral: Attributes,” being being adi 
have a Foundation ov natural 2 But-not 
ted; I do not ſee by what ratiocination | you can; coll 


hog 
cedeiitly to Revelztion) what the Will of God is, wingoh 


Laws are,, how Promulgated, axd; 'made: known. to 08; 
cottſequently what we. have tedireQ our Obedience, if 'we 


due--to him. This.is good! {© far as it $. 23 


ds. tot know. whereia that Obedience: conſifts- I: may' know -- 2 


fnre s 6 Kan. nat Pratt ax ond oe int; yet 

if 1 do not oe ee = oker by Moi Lean 
not tell when 1 e ham - or diſpleaſe him, oy his! or if 
obey 'bim.; if I know. not, 1 fay, in tartar OI 
and Allegiance are t9 be;expreſsd and 

- © Neither can, we think; Natural: Religion 09790 of ſinall 
concern or conſequence, Re" in virtae 'of that Rs 

without, 


Te) 

_—_— ſo far as we know, Noah, and Job, 
not! to: have been accounted Juft nd Upright 
&n rhe "fight of God, mark'd as the particular Favourites of 
wen, by one of the Prophets. ( Ezet. xiv. 14.) If they 
no. other Guide or Motive to Vertue and Piety, than your 
Idea of God and of the Soul, with an arbitrary difference of 
noe Evil, I wonder how they could attain to ſuch a de- 
as would bear that eminent CharaQer, 
: God and his Prophets. Upon this occaſion alſo we may 
upon Narxral Faith, and the Nature of it. You know 
how it is deſcrib'd by the fame Apoſtle of the Gentiles, He that 
cometh to God, wut believe that he 3s, and that he is 4 Rewarder 
w them that: _—_ ſeek him. And without this Faith, he ſays, 
Kg og, him, Heb. xi. 6. Now: bow ſhall a Man 

of os es have-juſt grounds of this Faith, if he have 

E>* other Idea of God, than that he is an All-powerful, Alk 


"It 


knowing and Eternal How from this can' he prove, that 
he will be a'Rewarder oſs that ſeek him ?* If Goodnebs, and 
Juſtice belong 


have's good foundation and fap- 
port of: his Faith; and conſequently” - his Vertue. and Piety. 


But without theſe, he is left in the dark, as to his fate, or fu- 
ture. Reward in another ſtate. 
Lally, " As.to- Providence, we cannot tell, from your Prin- 
owdar it will-extend.. We ſee Proviſion is made for 
the. ence,of Creatures here, that the Sue may be kept 
ul} Wheels, and ftill going :| But as to their Haga. , aS WE 
ſe ituncertiain-bere; ſo-we'cannot prove, from the bare Power 
rr 92 of their EY what it will be hereafter, * 


L, 60 much far Natural Religion. We return now to Natural 
-i\and'to what 
- yau:di © amiply in the fotemention'd'Chaf "As to that 
_ Contfoverſie-about Natural Proxciples, 1 think it may torn either 
way,! according as they:underſtand-the Terms of theQueſtion; 
Which, ;k&imy: mid,” you" have not fairly repreſented. . If by 
Principles, you ' underſtand! diftintt Meebo, that 'is,, *di- 
ſtin& Idea's, and diſtiiee'Propolitionsy we do not hold imnaic 
Prigciples in that ſence; '> Yet" ſo :y6u'ſem to repreſent them 
and their Idea's ; and yon call them Charatters, fair CharaFers, 


indelds 
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to his Eſſence, as well as thoſe other PerfeRtions, - 
PINT be may from the lea of God "uy 


you-call Prattical Princip les Y > Whereof 
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forall thoſe Expreſſions'you uſe” upon that occaſion. Now all 
theſe ſons ſeem to ſignifie clear -and diſtin& Repreſen- 
tations, as Pictures 'or - Sculptures 'repreſenttheir 'Ortginals. 
Noes:any one aſſert that there are ſuch expreſs Idea; expreſs 
| $.inthe Mind of Man; and an expreſs diſcernment 
af their.connexion or inconnexion before the uſe bf Reaſon, or 
much before it as after it ? I ſay, as much before it as after it ; 
fot'the fulleſt, cleareſt, and moſt diſtin& Knowledge that we 
have after the uſe of Reaſon, cannot be more amply expreſs'd, 
than to _ It 18 imprinted or engraven upon the Mind, in Fs and 
ivdeleble Char afters. You exaggerate the matter, and ſet the que- 
fionat whatheightyou pleaſe, that you may have the fairer mark 
to-ſhoot at. If you had refle&ted upon that common diſtintion 
of Knowledge, as clear or obſcure, general Or particular, diſtinlt 
or #d;ſtinft, whereof .we have daily Inſtances in the Life of 
Man, you might have repreſented more ſoftly, and more eaſily 
conceiy'd thoſe Natural Impreſſions : which indeed compar'd 
with perfe& Knowledge, are:but general; obſcure, and indi- 
ſftin& Notices, -and yet ſufficient for the Purpoſes to which they 
are deſign'd.- When a Child feels the difference of bitter and 
ſweet, be knows and underſtands that difference in ſome kind or 
degree'; for it hath its Conſequences, and becomes a Princi 
CHIN n bo ties Now ore bp mw to prongs Prin- 
ple, Knowledge, or Senſe, or Inſti, or by any other. Name, 
it- ſtil} hath the effet of Knowledge of ſome fort or other ; 
and 'that before this Child hath the Name of Bitrer or Sweet, 
Pleafant or Unpleaſant' : much leſs can he define what either of 
them-is. - We ſuppoſe theſe original Impreſſions to be- like 
Gold: in: the Oar,” that may be-refin'd ;/ or rough Diamonds, 
that by poliſhing, receive a further luſtre: or, to. come nearer 
to: your ſimilitude; like Afonograms or Sketches, that want their 
full Lines ;and Colours to compleat them ; and yet one may 
diſcern what or whom they are made: to repreſent, though im- 
perfectly drawn. I fay this only by the bye, that the'Queſtion- 
may; be:better ſtated; for' my Deſign, at: preſent, 'is* only to- 
ſpeak of Practical Principles, or what I call-Natural Conſcience, 
in-reference to the: diſtin&tion 'of Moral Good and Evil. - Ac- 
cordingly, 1 underſtand by: Natural Confcience, a Natural Sa- 
gacity. to diſtinguiſh Moral Good and Evil, or a different per- 
| {255 | ; : ception 
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inthe Charafters, ftamyt, imprinted; tngraven in the Mind 3 Ch.2.& 3+ 
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__— ſenſe of them;with a different affeQion of the Mind 
cipate all External Laws, and all Ratiocination.' And when 
ſay Mord. Good and Evil, :1 mean it in contradiſtinfion to: Ne- 


yeniences, Which: are things of another order and: charaRer : 
This inward Senſe we ſoak of, is ſimple and' irreſpedtive as 


to thoſe Natural Evils or Goods, They are not its proper” Ob- F- 


jeas ; They may be frequently in conjunttion, but not neceſſa- 
rily. -By-theſe Rules and Marks, I'think it appears ſofficiently 
what I mean by Natural Conſcience, and I wiſh you would as 
freely and fully tell-us your Notion of it, io far as-it is oppoſite: 
ordifferent from this ; that by a juſt ſtate of the Queſtion, we 
might come more calily to the diſcovery of Troth. .For'there 
are ſome Queſtions-that are harder to ſtate clearly. and' di- 
indy, than to reſolve, when fo ſtated. . 

"You-will not now ſay, I believe, That if there wasſuch-a 
Natural Principle inthe: Soul of Man, lofants' or 'young Chil- 
dren:would be able tb diſtinguiſh Moral Good and Evilq For: 
you might as well expett, that.in a Seed, there ſhould be Leaves, 
Flowers, and Fruit ; or- that in the rudiments of an: 
there ſhould be all the Parts-and Members 6f a compleat Body, 
diſtinQly: repreſented ; which, in-continnance, are faſkioned) 


and brought to. perfeRtion. This is the-caſe werepreſent: Sucty % 


a Principle 'as Natural Conſcience, we ſay, is (cated in the-Sopt 
of Man, as other original Principles are ; which 'ſhew: thetn- 
ſelves by.degrees, -in different times, and differently according 
to.other circumſtances. Whether you: will call this Principle, 
Knewlecee, or by any other -naine ( as we told you before!) is 
t to us; but”tis a Principle of diſtinguiſhing one 

ow another in -Moral Caſes, without Ratiocination'; and 1s 
improyeable into more diſtint Knowledge. Wemay'illuſtrate 
this from our Outward Senſations : We can evidently diſtin- 
= Red and Yellow Colours, and yetare at a loſs how to define 
| of them, or to expreſs their difference in/ words. And! 
in' Taſtes, Odovrs; Sounds, and-other ſexfible : q | 

"We are differently ified by: their Impreſſions, and/ foliva; 
Child, before any'RefleQion or Ratiocination :: thoogh neither 
of -us; can give an: Idea of the 'Aﬀettion we feel, __ of the 
A Modification and: A&ion /of the Objett whence2it 


om it; and this fo immediate as to prevent and ami- F- 


tral Good and Evil, Pleaſiire-or Pain; Conveniencesar Incon- Fe 


* - K.* £ WY ” 


ariſes. 


4 === Reletions, fuch as Cen an ta ontario £2 615 
. 9» Outward Senſes are fufficient {without diſtin& Idea's  - 3” 
ANC Y: to give: useridti wo — | 

vement:ito the; Body 2101; 
Fe to. dire us as; to what is! _ _ 


or hurtful to the Soul” And-iasin-our Spechlations we 
ave an obſcure and confuſed Knowledge of 'what we Gek ay 
or a kind of Preſentation ofthe Truth, before: we arrive ata 
dear and diſtint:perceptionoefiit: 1o this Principle of diſcern- 
ing: Good and: Evil is; at farſt-obſcate,-and: rites: by 
into & clearer; light-; -and-acc to the: rp ym og 
is; matie of i igto-a fuller fenfe of: the Moral Differences: ::- 
Now, if this Account of :Ngtural-Co Conſcience, or what you 
call Practical Princjples, /be'true-;; there are, in my opinion, in 
; Third Ghaptht,. mentipnio before, ſeveral « 


| gs, or; I|-grounded/Sn poſition.” One'l baneſpoke | : 
W <7 "Og 244- *Fhat;: you'T whefant. thy Natur Light; or:Natural ; 
Canſcience, :ltke our ? ; ROS Or yo io 'th Mathematicks, 


diſtind.Þ- 4 do--nat: conlider or PRs it fo, but 
yet ſufficient: for..'a general DireQion- of :vyr Attions and 
61 You ſay: yaus Jelf; 4. deny nor: that therere! Natur pit Ibid. $. 3- 
1 Hymprimetd one Minds SaMorancad that from: 
Iiſt nfbeeggier Seton Berger ther fe: ſo ine things that! ar 
| pore, | $0'them-;, ſome things cthatoth 
toy pay that ;they fbe, + - Gtapt,05-in _ Soul- tha a 
e Principle: which we name. Natural. Conſcience, as a Sprizrg 
mM Aotive, of our Aftions: (for-that Virtue: you give there-ta 
Jour 'Prigciple:)! in;;refexenge[t9:Maral- Good and Evil :1Or; 
bt foppoſe. cis all 0ne;..a5-; a: Rule or Direftion-/49 bur | 
Ac $3. Granttbis,k ay, and we;defire no more : Givethat 1 
Principle what-Name you pleaſe, fo it have the ſame Effet: in | 
the: DireQion- of our AQtions.; ) Whether it appear ſooner or 
| r,,and- be, more. or leſs prevalept;-that: will -not exeludect 
t [4d yen a Natural Principle : "Tis fo in Reaſon, and Paſſions, 
| =P 18, 0ur  liaguiding ſome Senhble-Qualities, arld wp 
\ | we: call, Prdor: ROO IPSE hole: Principles-are: by all 


counted Natural. vPYg | 
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bring cn feds .You foems 


_—_ was: ac kmiade:Princip! 
Parr gore 6;-a0d baſe ro 


; ceaved without rc of rar trar Then x provethat! it-is notfb, 
you mg in _— po rm. d pn -or- femi-bacbarous People as 
your Witneſſes ;omopuig:be)s,. ant : ſtehothers, 
| eme that are'mot ans hrs Growers Theſe are your 
itnelſes; to prove: that : there/lare ns; practical Indate Prin- * 
cipleser- Natorai:Canſaenbe in Mankind. | This is likefearch- 
ing Gaols and Priſons, to find Witneſſes. for :a. bad Cauſe. 
But: Lexcept againſt yaur Witnelfes, as Peryſone Trfames, whoſe 
Teftimoany is ono force or validity... ?Tis- as if a:Man ſhould 
produce two or three, Moalters; - Men of monſtrous ſhapes, 
and from then pretend to prove, that the Shape of Mair is not 
naturally -regular. Ti the!mean' time,” 'Siry, * as your Pled' is 
weak, in my opinion, fo. methinks you have an ungrateful 
Office,”To rake up all thedirt-and filth you can from gr 
Beople,:to throw in the face of Hlomane. Natere, [This, ſore 
IE trpbe* ah 4 pieve of 
james td our Maker.” | But as 'to this Principle of Natural 
-or 'Natural "Light,: whereof we are q 
hs oatcone _ ph. nt may Es -be dinr'd, ory it 
may be, e 'd-in People. I there was no. 
Priacipte in Humane: Nature, 'than- Natural Confcience wor 
alt Mankind would bemore uniform in their Adjons and 1 
ciples 2 | t ſeeing Man is rpade.up of various Py 
fach: av often interfore-one wit!y uonhin; what: 
ſee ſoine following this, ſome that, ſome better 
There is = Law. of ah Adindere; a6 well ben and 
theſe ave at war ; and ſometimes one gets the yicory, ſometimes 
the/other.. Who kaows'not; that- both the Light of: Nature 
and Reyelation-aiay be /over-power'd by contrary otrary Principles, 
Ap " Puſſions, andpreſent Sdf-intereſt''?-''You m 
| fach Arguments againſt Chriſtianity, -and - Nedeet rat 
there is no ſuch Law given by God, becauſe ottibades of Mex. 
that bear that CharaQer'and ' Dehomination,” as not liye Ac- 
to'its/Rules, - 
:- Now if: yoo-fay further, Thatthere Fe a6r oy wyde and 
| alice People, , but alſo- eiviliz%d /Nations that have / had - 
PraQtices and Cuſtoms contrary to what are cal/4 the Laws of ' 


Nature, 


is 'F 


9" 
Te Kitt | 


e aworſ: 


we f 
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mas, afal\Conſtiences F'think this 4 
cient Argnment'apatr that reins You: 
Praffices of the Orer 


affl 603 ck ' But were ow Poa 


& ed or approved b y the lity =or 

CEN hn. Theniſelvs wet; ing to is (ur Fas and 

a iP Spiight Natural. Confelehoe 

that y UH is on Inciple ; As is x wicked 

Near n_ a Kin Stats, *is' tho * 
there are no Laws againſt it.-' Nor becauſe” are! done | 
or Butcanters, or Lan that are. atical, can-we 
infer titat there are no Rules of Common Tultice. Ag of the - 
other hand; Mt is 7 ſtrotly Proof'of #] Conſcienes./'as 


the Saprenic Law,” if we! find ſtances and-Aons' in thalt 
Heathen States, you mention, the Greeks arid” the Konidns, 
trabſcendent” or *c trary' 1 to the Intereſt of State," arid yt-re- 
ceiy'd with general Applauſe aid Approbationi, As wheit 
42 bo Projeft was offered to''the Athenians, how they might 
ſe Pome the. greateſt People in Gretve, the Motion 
to loye bf and Confider'd' by: Arifides, and 
{I Fe is Report to. the Sonate '; "Mive, avarrorteg ditlb Phe, in 
” wftv, pr” 2loregtY'; Never wa freed a" Here Profitable it. Ari 
ject, nor a' mort 'Diſhont#t. Upon which Report it was Ss 
intncutty Rejeted': « The ſenſe of Vertve prevailing more 
than vf Profit and pane t their State. _ In' like” than- 
er, when it was offet? cint, ' the Romith'General, 't9 1d. in Vir, 
take 'off Pprbur (a MulderopsPliemy! and then in- War with 2: 
' Poiſan, He” flobty abfotPd" the” Propelat ,” aff 
ead of giving the PA *who- was - the Undertaker, A 
eward or Recompence, as he expected, He ſent Pyrrbad Notices 
of the intended Treachery, that*the he, Traktor imight receive 
C 'Phtiſhment/from Frets on O_ 
"Theſe atd* ſuch” = |XAiorts' Have Ways been atGucitel 
Ka wam og anobzft if _ attd leave a fveet Odour and" Fra- 
to all Ayes in th Mates 3nd Memories of their Ay- 
"as of ExcellentsPerſons, and great 'Examples. ' There 
are Two ſorts of rs and Actions athongft Mei which 
erally bear that er'of Honpirnbl#: Firſt," W hen we 
ny our * private Intereſt, 'Whether” of” fe fries Mifprg fot 
Good of the Publick : "Secondly; When we deny both for 
he dake of Conſcience, or for _ ove of Fruth-and har 
| 2 An 
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8,2 ſrumeats are equal to.the : * 
-». ... neſs, only ſome are more . Noiſie- than *others, 1 or- of quicker 'F 
or flower Time. Yet, I think, no Man will deny the Senſe F 
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And MN a6e, Gr oh mls be. call/d. Heraicgt,: We Satan 
may: be call'd) Devore. - !As,.007the/ Other nand, Nothing is 
more odious ' or- diſguſtful than a perfdions Man, or ky 
Knave; whether - he .a&,.mercly- for his .own . Advantage, or 
that - of; his- Society, -without .reſpe&- to. the Rules of Vertue 
and-Honeſty. :;Agd if thoſe Rules be neglected mare or. leſs 
by/Men, or. appear; lityle amongſt: ſome People, this -is no. - 
good Proof that there ;are, no ſuch, Principles As, it1is-00 
lufficient, Argument. that, there is no; Sun, in, the Firmament, 
becauſe his Light is. obſcured: in Cloudy. Days, or.does not ap- 
pear in Foggy Regions... .*T1s enough-to prove there.is ſuch a 
Lumigary,,. 1t) he ſhine: clearer.-in other, Climates, | Or by fits, 
though. he, be tubje@t to, Clouds! and Eclipſcs, as well 2s the 
Light of-Natpre. 2%: 9] CHEST: oy e237 y $71 
.So.I do.not-ſee-any neceſlity. of Univerſal.Canſent,: or Uni. 
yerſal - Uniformity, ' to: declare a Principle _ to be - Natural. 
How, many are there, amongſt all ſorts of Men, who ſay, they 
can.make no diſtinftion ' of Muſical Sounds, . or of Concords 
and Diſcords ?. They: ſay all Compolitions for Voices or.lg-. 
as to Pleaſantgel3 or Unpleaſant». 


£ 


- 


of. Muſick to. be Natural to Mankind, without Ratiocination. 
So-alſa, for | Beauty, 1 do not mean that- of Faces, only, , or 


+: Colour, but of Order; Proportion, Uniformity, or Regylarity 
_ in general. : This is vety. different in. different Perſons, 'and 


GE 


e ſcarce appear. at all ed: with it. "Yet -who does not 


thiak'that ſome Notion: or Idea'of Order and Regularity, and 
of their Differeace : from Confuſion or Diſorder, is Natural 


_ to us2. -Even the Power of Reaſon, ſeveral Paſſions, a propen- 


ſion to Lavgh at ridiculous Obje&s or AGions,. are more and 
Iles 209.2 pear ſooner in ſome than others. . And this may 
x obſery'd,an Children, of whoſe Weakneſs you make great 
uſe, and. frequent mention. If you allow theſe other Prin- 
ciples to be-Natural, and born with us, I know. not why. you 
ſhould aake Jo much a-do about the word Inmate, I ſhould 

ad.to know if you allow any Powers or Principles to be. /nnate, 
n-your ſence pI the word... .If you allow. none at all, not theſe 
aſt meation'd, nor. fo much Et or nilling this or that, th 
Controverſie, will be chang'd; and I defire to know, wh 
| ; I 0. | 


” 3 


_ Idea, 


4: 


ou..can. form . of a.. Soul, or. of a. Spirit , without any 
ers:or any Attion, , 1 wiſh, that may not; be the Suppo- 
fitjon thar lies at the bottom of your Philoſophy, Thar the Soul 
of Man is no diſtinft Subſtance from God or the Body: 'but either 
2 Divine Influence, ;or. the Power of the Body, | This: hypo- 
theſis, I:confeſs, may lead you to deny. both innate Idea's and 


LY) ” 


practical Principles. ; | 11G 
To proceed a' little further, you have an odd Exception in 
your 12th. , Paragraph ,. to ſhow that the DiRates of natural 
Conſcience, are not Traths, becauſe they-are not/ form'd into 
Propoſitions ; And to make them capable of being aſſented to as 
Truths, they muſt have rhe word. Daty join'd to them. But, 
fay you, what duty is cannot be underſtood, without a Law : nor 4 
Law be known or ſuppoſed without a Law-maker, or without Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, This to me is-but Chicanry about 
words. But let us ſee how far theſe things make for you or 
_ you ; Do we not preſerve our ſelves, Do we ' not make 
uſe of Reaſon, withont the formality of a Law, telling us, *Tis 
our Duty to do theſe things? Or in the caſe of natural Con- 
ſcience, have we not the Marks and Senſe of out Duty, and of 
the Will of our Maker from an inward Teſtimony, approving 


- ordifapproving our AQtions, according as we obey or diſobey 


that Principle in the diſtinCtion of Moral Good and Evil ? On 
the one hand, 


Occultum quatiente animo tortore flagellum. 
On the other, Hic murus aheneus eſto, 
Nt conſcire ſbi. 


Theſe were both the Savings of Heathens, -that-had no'other 
Law-'than the Law of natural Conſcience. . And fo their Apo- 


 Me'fays, ng Law to themſelves, Dy ep,of; that 
h 


Principle. When you offer a Child Bitter inſtead of Sweer,, he 
turns away his Head” and makes grimaces, when he has no 
Law or Duty preſcrib'd to him : nor any other. Logick. than 
what 'was born with him, or what he ſuck't from the Breaſts 
of his Mother. Then as to Punifhments and:Rewards, there is 
a'Preſage'of them'from natural Conſcience, and they are fur- 
thermore deducible from the Nature of God, if. you. allow him 
Moral Attributes, as we do. . Tndeed in your way, -upon your 
20 L62Y) ea 


Ibid, 


foot of were Privciple 


(t4) 
ws dfGod; ati iyou? uhctttaitiy of the Immortality of the 
S61l;"t do not ſeethow' poſſibly you can prove fiiture. Rewards 
ard Puniftiments without a Revelation : nor conſequently give 
us # FoutdationFor Mbrality and natural Religion. 

-*L tuft tell you agairt, that you bring ſactr Arguments agaiaſt 
Naturat Conſcience, as you might bring againſt. Chriſtian: Reli- 


gion, In your next Paragraph, put. but . Chriſtianity _in- the 


'P 5, and your Argument will be as good 
or 8s badagainlt either of them. The ſhmof your Argument is 
taken from the 'Topick of Univerſal Praftice, as conformable or 
notconformableto theRule. You fay;itis impoſſible that Men ſhould 
without ſhane wy fear confidently break 4 Rule, which they could not | © 
but” 605 dently rid that God had ſer. bp, and would certainly puniſh || ci! 
the breach #f, ( Which they nmſt if «t. were mmnate ; Put in this |} ©» 
place, Which they my{t-if they were Chriſtians) 19a degree ro | W 
maki it a very I Bargarn, to the Tranſereſſor. Does not this hit 
the Chriſtians as well and as manifeſtly, 'as- thoſe that abuſe 
natural Conſdjence? Then' you ſay again, -But ler* any one ſee the 
fave, -:and the Rod by- it, and with the Tranſpreſſion a Fire. 
dy/to:pronifh it ;, A Pleaſare  tenipting, and the Hand of the Als. 
by vifebly ' held ”, and prepared to take vengeance, ( For this 
auFÞ be 'the caſe, where any Duty. is imprinted »pon the Mind : 
Put here ; For this muſt be the cafe, where our Duty, as Chri- 
ſtians, is manifeſtly known and acknowledged) ad then tell me, 
whether it be poſſible for People, with ſuch a proſpeft, ſuch certain 
ne as this, wantonly and without ſcruple to offend againtt a 
Law which they carry about with them, in indelible Charafters, and 
that ſtares them in the face, whilFt they are breaking it. - Might not 
this, to Qur ſorrow, be urg'd againſt Chriſtians ? . Or to prove 
that the'Ea of Chiiftianity. i not; known to them, or believed, 
Neither 
Meat fo'Chril 
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ſaternal; Divine or Homane; 'yurihe/their Luſty, [Palſions, «ad 
vitions Inclinations ?: Though they "have not* ohIy” the Tervors 
of anather Life'to keep them in awe and order, -but be before 
their eyes, Gaols, Gibbets, Trons, Whips, Racks, .and "Tor- 
turing Engines ; Examples alſo. of miſerable-Creatures faffering 
nally for thoſe very Crimes. If afl theſe united. Forces anc 
Reftraints..cannot keep them from (extravagant Evils , can'we- 
think it ſtrange, that the fingte Principle of Natural Conſcience 
ſhould 'be' ſupprefs'd or ſuffocated by the Stnpidity or Vices 
incident to: Humane Nature. ' bend 
In your next SeQtion, /you call for a Lift of the Lawsor Prin- $ 14+ 
ciples of Conſcience : And fo the Papiſts do for a Catalogue of 
Froxd amentals. And itwould be eakee to give them one, if there 
was; but one Fundamental; (as a certain late Author ſuppoſes.) 
As to: the DiQtates 'or Principles of Natural Conſcience, (call 
them Laws of Nature, or what you pleaſe) we ſay, ingeneral, 
that they are for the diſtinction of Moral Geod and Evil : But 
the /Caſes' are innumerable, (as in other "Caſes of Conſcience) 
whereip there may be occaſion for their Exerciſe. The general 
- cnduy Appeal wath Sincerity to your Conſciomce for your Dire- 
ion : If that be obſcur'd, perverted or Rar'd, we cannot 
help it. So your great Topicks or Demands of Univerſal Con- $ 11 
| ent, Mniverſat Praftice, hwvincible Eviderite, are not to- be 
found 'in this miſcellaneous World, and under all the corrup- 
tions of Humane Nature. "Theſe Principles of Conſtience, are 
Secds,” as we ſaid before, that may die, or may thrive, and 
fpring more or leſs,” according to the Soil they arc ſet in, and 
according to the care/aut culture that is had of them. 
- = Fhis minds me of your _ ina ry —_ es G. 20. 
pu as very powerful or concluſive, in theſes words ; 3 
nyo Innate Prim es,” 1 deſive thoſe Mem to ſay, whether 4 
they.can, or camot,” by Education and Cuſtom, be blurd and blot- 4 
erebout. . If-ibey tan, we mult fird them cleareft and -mo#t yerſpi- 
cuens,, neare#t the forntain, in Children, and illiterate People” who 
have receiv'd leaft impreſſion from foreign Opinions, Let them take 
which: ſtale they pleaſe, they 'will' certainly find in inconſiſtent with 
viſible Matter of Faft, and daily Obſervation. 
' The Cloſe, | you 'hear,'is in at high Tone,” But for trial of 
this Argument, let us nſe the ſame method here, which we did 
before-: And as then we put Chriſtianity in the room of Inmate 


Pr; nerples, 


m 
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Reaſoning 7 Sq:the;Sentence Wi run thus 3 But concerning this 
Power or Principle of Reaſoning; 1 deſire theſe Men to ſay, whe 


ther it can, or catmgt, by Education and Cuſtoni,” ( or contrary} 


Principles ; for that we muſt take in, if we ſpeak of Natura 
Conſcience) be blurrd' or blotted ont. | If they cannot, ſays he, 
they-muſt be alike in all Men;- -If they can, theymuſbbe'cleareſt 
in. Chitdren before they 'are corrupted; |: We: ſay, neither of 
thefe/will follow :+ Theſe ' Powers may be. weak in Children, 
and may be blurr'd or blotted in ſeveral Perſons, and yet be 
Natural-Principles 3-as 'we ſee it is in the Principle of Reaſon 
or Reaſoning. » th; | M1! D 
All Men will 1p betwaxt/a Power, and the Actual and 
Prevailing Exerciſe of that Power 5 which: may. be: hindred/by 
Various Circumſtances ; and tho* Natural to [Rational Creatares, 
may be-weak in-ſome;: and: ineffefual_ in others, by contrary 
Principles, or other Impediments. I ſe this word mate is 


ſtill a Stumbling-ſtone; And we muſt ask again, -whether you: 
allow-any; Powers to be Jmare'to Mankind ?; We fay, thoſs Y- 


foremention'd Powers are --lmnatt 5; but the Exerciſe of t 


more or- leſs, is: Conditional, and depends upon the Diſpoſal 


of the Body, Culture, and other Circumſtances, ; 
- Thus-much 1 haye faid, in defence-of Natural Conſcience, 
- and Natural Religion. |. 1-muſt now -ask leave 'to refte&upona 


Paſſage. in'my.laſt-Letter..' I there told ;you,/ That I writ as 


private Perſon, -without 'canference or ;confederacy with any 
other, ( any; more-than-I-ſappoſe, you to do.) ' But I- told you 


. alſo, That1l-cquld not blame any other, whoſoever they are at; 


may be;- that defire ſuch Principles of Humane rs us Fn 
may. give"them goodProofs and Security againſt ſach;a Syſtear 
as this, Copitant Matter, .4\ Mortal Soul; a HManichean God,: (ot 
a\God without \Maral Atrributes). and: an. Arbitrary 


and Eyil... .As.to:the-Arbitrary Law of Good and'Eyil, I gave 
you my 'Fhoughts'againſt.it,' in that Letter : And what is,now 
ſaid. about, Natural Conſcience, tends to the ſame effeQ. As to. 
a Manichtan.Ged,. if he have no: Moral Attributes, we'cannot: 
tell, from your Idea of . him, \but he. may prove o..:\Then for 
the: Irmortality of+ tbe Soul,' you fegm now ;to; have! declar'd 
your- ſelf uncertain; of it, without Revelation, - Laſtly; for: 
h Gogitant Matter, this you propoſe as-/a Problem, which: you! 
are unable or unwilling'to decide. = I do 


Principles, ſo;put now-;in their- place the Power «1d Principles 


Law of ,Goold |. 


| 2 
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_ ,da1 y diſpute. about what is Poſlible ihe {our 
to-G pr me cannot ad -. an Infinite. Karat 

tt what i is Conceivable: or. Unconceivable to us. And 
Lwill not aſſert any thing Poſſible, that is Unconceivable, unleſs 
 Thave politive Aſſurance, Divine or Humane, that it is Poſſible. 
Now. you bring no poſitive Evidence of this OO: of Co- 
=, J "gitation-in- Matter; and /I think it ynconceiyable, 
ell ] to our Faculties and Conceptions, that Matter. ſhould. "Io ca- 
of pable-of  Cogitation, as a . power of Matter, either i»nate or 
"ny Impreſsd. , My Reaſons are, theſe ; That Unity we find in 
be. } our Perceptions, is ſuch an Unity, as; in my judgment, is 
incompetent to Matter, by reaſon of the Diviſion, or Diſtin- 
Riog. of its. Parts. All -our, Perceptions, whether of: Senfe, 
Paſſions,. Reaſon, or any other Faculty, -are -carried--to. one 
by: Common Percipient, or one common-Conſcious es For 
© | we compare them all, one with another, and ure them 
Tj all, which-cannot- be done without one Common udge or 
8 Percipient. . Pray then. tell us, what part of. the Body.is-that, 
vy- which "ay me the Common Eee gt Or; if that -be too 
much W Any 7 ONE; Part. S. Y.; OT, ; um | 
4 TD y: they are.many,z-then let Bol gu how:they 

or tell one er .what they have CET 


conferr 

in'their Coeral | DiſtriQs. aa reap wk come, rt thr to 

| on. Percipicnt, cither by.Co 55 or at it 
fn and you are oblig'd to to aſlizn this 

1 dal ba Funny 


OL; RO. ipted -by: Me Perſons, -but 
nat. o (if. paderſtand them. right ) as. to make. that Cor- 
porens rt. the Percy Larws but the Soul. exerciſing. her Fun- 


ere., (But. if the Body ,be Cogitant, ſame. one., 


be,the Grand Cogitant, or Common, Percipieat... Now 
Fa this Percipicat,. what,.or; whereſoever. it conſiſts of 


many Parts ,or, Particles, it.is obnoxious to. the- 


ad © 


a 
T 
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tions-we / made. before ;, and is ſtill, upon .the ſame grol 

incapable of performing that function: 6 
. In one part. of. your Eſay, .you ſeem} to..have I; k 

Argument, and apply it to. 4oiyon... You ſay, in. a Syltem $- 

of Matter, Tis 1rapoſſible that any one Particle. Should #itber kno 

its. on, . or: the ation of. any ar Particle, or the, whole, 


he Motion of every particular. 


t Cogrtarion now in the place of 
C Motion, 
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Motion, #ed the fame Argur n holds good : Astling, Tis 
2. thi any he part or particle ſibuldKhow the Copita- 


tivnd of arty other Parts or Fartitles, of the whole know the Co- 
gftafitns of every'particular. - Therefore there muſt be ſome 
other Commor' Percipietit (that is not niaterial) both for the Re- 
enlation of the Motions of the Body, and for the recolleRting and 
judging of the feveralUMetent Perceptions that come tothe Soul. 
ay rad; That not only the different Perceptions that 
6 to'the Soil? from different Parts and Motions of the Body, 
but alf6 the different Operations of the Mind or Underſtanding : 
Simple Apprehenſion, Judgment, Ratiocination,muſt all lie under 
the ProſpeQ, Intuition and CorreQion of ſome' one Common 
Principle ; and that muſt be a Principle of ſuch a perfe& unity 
and ſimplicity; -as the Body, any part of the Body, of any par- 
ticle of Matter 15 fiot' capable of; - (+ 

And as Matter is not capable of the Operations of the Under- 
ſtanding, fo'far as we ca Jotlge ; ſo neither-is it capable of 
the Operations of the WZ,-- *Twere an odd thing; to fanſe 


| that a piece of Matter ſhould have Free W-ll, and' an abſolute 


Power like a lite Emperor on his Throne; to "command, as 
his Slaves abovt "him, altfother Parts of Watter. "Say to one 
come, and he'cometh'; tb another, Go, and he'gotth; and to 
a third, Do this, ahd he doeth it ? . Yet ſoch a Zrberry'of Will, 
and ſych a Dommion we ex 

Power of cominanding or copntermanding ber own Thoug! 
ahd the Motions 6f "the Body. Now ſnhp6fe this Power trafs- 
ferr'd to Matter ;'-A Power, firſt," to' determine ts own 'Mo- 
tions, and then to determine its it poſe Copitations.- 'As to 
the motions of "Matter , The general Rule is, that it moves 


always'in a; ſtraight Line, till it'be determit'd otherwiſe dy 
Hine oxterfiaF Apetit or impulſe." But if it have a Power of 

Krermjnide, ns wrt Motions, it may niove it = Curve line, or 
atyy Te rye,” of its own accord, without any' external 
Determiinatſoh; Tf this be admitted; all our rules in Philoſophy 


or Mechanicks are in vain, and we mult affert things whereof 


intro Wee fdex'or Conception. And whatis faid of Motion, 
obe'faid of Figure or Situation. A! Globe may change 


it If fteo z Cube, or a Cube into a Pyrainid , or any other 


its owl Free Wk, © For\we find the Soul'hath that 
changing the Conformation of the Eye, for inſtance, 
| 2 Or 


t 
wer 


= 
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perience ti our Soul, namely; a 


(x9 ) 
or of 'the Hand, - or other-Parts.' But if you ſfay,'That: Power 
indeed is:not mp to all Matter, - but to certain;Syſtems of 
Matter ; ftill ſeeing thoſe Syſtems are compogd: of: common 
Matter, we muſt judge their Powers to be the ſame with thaſe of 
common Matter, till the contrary be made out/by PaktineE 
dence. Howeyer you mult fix this Self-nioving Eaculty.to-fome 
one part of that Syſtem (for every-part hath not that Power and 
Free Will, upon any Suppoſition)'aad when you have aſſign'd 
that Divine Self-moving Part 'or Particle of the Body, we ſhall 
examine the Powers and Capacities of it. 

Thus much concerning the capacity 'of Free:Wif in matter 
with reſpe& to Merion, As to-our -Cogitations, (which have 
been partly ſpoken of before) we find*that_ the Determination 
of 'them [Hes onder the command+ of Free Wil in a great-mea- 
ſire 3 we torn our Thoughts from”one Obje& to-another, we - 
recall paſt Thoughts,' and retrieve-loſt or half-loſt Notices: 
And we confider and deliberate about our : Actions, which is 
beſt; and then- make our choice. Upon theſ# accounts, -there 
muſt 'be'a ' common Percipient and a common Yolent in Conjun- 
Rin; for theſe muſt communicate , and*be- in one and the 
fame Subje&. What then is ſaid before to prove that no Part 
of 'the Body is capable of being the common Percipient , i 
now ftrengther'd , when we add //olition to all 'the-other 
Operations it myſt be confcious' of. For the more the: Qizett 
woman are that muſt be-united in'-0ne-andithe ſame Syb- 
je&t, and the more reflex Operations are ſuperadded'-upen 
thoſe dire, ſtill under 'the Cognizarice and Dijudication of 
the ſame Principle, the greater unity and ſimplicity is requird 
in that Principle or the Grand Copirant , that performs ithem 
all; and receives them all without confuliant. And youTay Pag. 359. , 
yaur ſelf, 'Unthinking Particles of Matter, honſoever put together, $16 2} 
can have nothing thereby added to them , but anew" relation of 
Poſition, which "tis impoſſible ſhould give Thought and Knowledge 
ro them. -Upon'this it may-be ſaid, If being put together in a 
Syſtem, add nothing new but a new Poſition ; then, as it does 
not -add T t- and' Knowledge, ſo neither-does-it ada , 
new capacity of Thought of Kiiowledge.. But enough; hath 
been ſaid concerning the Incapacities of Matter" (whether 
or or of a Syſtem) to perforny i the Fun&ions of a Spirit; I 
will only add this as to Free Wall , if Matter'be- capable of it, 

C 2 If 
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If-it can/deliberate, /confult, chuſe: or refuſe, then' Matter is 


»+4. 


capable /ofFerxe and Vice; Duty and: Rehigion, Merit ard De: 

merit, andalſo of Puniſbments and Rewards ;, Which Hypotheſis 

about/the/' Powers: of Matter , as to the: Will, would pervert 

-allfour roles dn; Mortal Philoſophy : as the former' about the 
Underſtanding, all in Natural OY 12s 

2:.;Neither 7d6 t-fee a. Capacity un any/Patt- of the- Body for 

Aemory/or | Remembrance, eſpecially as to. ſome Idea's. Take 

what part you pleaſe to be Cogitant and Reminiſcent, (I ſuppoſe 

*twill be ſome part in the Brain,) all our new. acquir'd 1dea's 

muſt work ſome change/in that Part, ' and leave ſome Marks 

there for afqundation" of; Memory. But we. haye.ſome Idea's 

that have no! Corporeal.Marks if the: Brain, as thoſe of Rela- 

tions,” Proportions, univerſal, and abſtratt Notions; Yet of theſe 

-and ſuch-like; we have: both Perception and Memory : And 

as to thoſe Obje&s which leave ſome Impreſſions upon the 

Brain, *tis ſtill unconceivable how thoſe- Impreſſions , what- 

FJoever- they are;| ſhould be fixt and continue: ſo long as our 

Memory; ;does.: in a. piece: of fluxile - Matter , . that waſts, 

ſpends, and changes-day after day. - And-yet this: is not -all 

that is: in Memory, - for there is a Relative Senſe beſides, where- 

by. we perceive that we had formerly perceivd the ſame thing. 

W hich reduplication of the A& and relative Perception: the 

Brain-bears no part-in, nor/hath it any. Mark there, but muſt 

.be the-Action'of.another Subſtance diſtin& from it, and from 

To theſe Reflections upon the Nature of our Faculties, and 

the Powers of Matter, It would not be fair, nor ſatisfactory, 

pom vs a ſhort Anſwer and tell us, Every thing is poſſible to 

©: * God. 'Iistrug; every, thing that ,3s, poſhble ,! 15 poſſible: to 

+4 -: God;.:but we- muſt alſo conſider the, Capacities or ' Incapa- 

. Cities of the SubjzQt. . Quicquid recipitur, recipitur ad modum 

Recipientis, And what you ſuppoſe 


'QULL Go Ment og mnig os 3 "141,*- {12 
- 1 formerly-mentioned (in the firſt Letter) a general Conſi- 
" deration- which might juſtly induce us to. beheve that Matter 
(1 b--, IS 


43:not: capable of the Powers of Cogitation, For if iO were, 


whereof we have no [dea or Conception, 'to be communicable 


.another inſtance about Occult qualities ;' ſuppoſe one ſay; That 


( 21 ) 


the exiſtence of Finite immaterial Spirits would be ſuperfluous) 
ſeeing Matter alone, 'or_ certain parcels of Matter (with-this 
Power or Impreſs): would be able to perform all their Ope- 
rations. . But I leave that to your further Thoughts. How- 
ever I conceive; ſuch a Power ating in *Matter,-or impreſs'd 

n it,; could not: be; call'd - the Power 'of:Matter,/ no 'more 


Han Motion is the Power of Matter. . In"Motion', you know 


properly ſo calPd, beſides the change of Situation, there is a 


Vs movens, which is not the Power of Matter, nor any Modi- 


fication of it ; but the. Power of a Superior Agent ating 
Matter, . In like manner, If there was a '/# cogitans in the 
Body, or ;in any other Matter, it would not be'a Power” of 
Matter, nor. any. Modification of it, any more' than the Fz 
movens is. Suppoſe Light piercing and illuminating a ftran{- 
parent , that Light is not the Power of the Body, but of 
the Sun or ſome other Luminary. The Body is- only Paſhye, 
whereas Power always ſignifies ſomething AQtive. 

We can diſtin&ly - conceive: the Mechanical Properties- of 
Matter, and- what reſults from them ; but as Cogitation can> 


' not be any of thoſe, nor an effec. of any of *them, ſo neither 


can I any more conceive the Power of Intelle&tion -or Ratio- 


cination .communicated to certain Syſtems of Matter, than 1 


can conceive Penetration of ' Dimenſions communicated to/certain 
Parts or Syſtems of Matter;.or a Power of being in ſever 
places. at once ;, Both which, you know, are by ſome made com- 
municable to a Body, If we grant ſuch Arbitrary Powers 


to. Matter, there will be no-end of imputing Powers t0/' Mat- 
ter, according to eyery-one's Fancy or Credulity. //'Let us take 


certain Stones, which. he knows, have an-attraQtive or:expul- 
ſiye Power; at a Thouſand Miles diſtance:, without 'any*con- 


 taQ or preſſure. (mediate. or inimediate) upon the Bodies they 
'attra& or. expel; we muſt; take [the liberty to! disbelieve 'or 

diſſent from... this\Vertuoſo, -as aſſerting a thing-unconceivable 
- to our Faculties.. . For if we do! not- bound:our Philoſophy by 
ſome Ray, and give-ſome Reaſon 'or-Ground for what we 
aftirm or de 


ny, we do but 'ramble in a Wilderneſs __ 
| e 
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aſs: and what we call Science, is nothing 'but 
Conceit and imaginary Suppoſitions. 

As to the ſtate of- that Queſtion , How far Cogitation is 


communicable to Matter ? We allow that a Spirit may. a& 


and Togitate-in Matter, and be fo united 'to ſome Syſtems of 
it; that-there_may be a reciprocation of '/ARions and Paſſions 
betwixt them, according tothe | Laws of their Union. But 
{till all-theſe- Cogitations are the Powers of the Spirit, not of 
the Matter. Suppoſe in Voluntary Motion , which proceeds 
from the Wi, I that Will may be the Power of Matter, then 
it may -have the \Power of Motion, or of the Determination 
of Motion. - And'it ſeems to me an eafier Suppolition to make a 
Fs -movens communicable to Matter , (which 1 think cannot 
be. allow d): than a ##: cogitans. 'If they both be the Powers 
of Matter, Innate' 6r' Superadded , God and Matter are the 
whole of the- Univerſe ,” without ' particalar Spirits or Spiri- 


tual | Sybſtances , permanent and diſtin in their Individu- 


ation. | | 
And this, under favour, I cannot bat think is the 'Myſtery 
aim'd atall along, but conceal'd from us. Nor do I find any 
cakher Key to decypher this Philoſophy, and to make it con- 
ſiſtent one part with another, than to take that Suppolition, 
That God and Matter \are the'whole of the Univerſe, as/'a general 
Ground of it. Andreſpecially of thoſe Parts that I have had 
occaſion to-refleQ upon, 'or-ſuch others'as depend -upon them. 
1f 1have miſtaken'your fence in this, *Tis owing either tom 
waunt.of Diſcernment-and Penetration, or to your Reſervedneſs 
and Ambiguity-of Expreſſion. But however you may eafe us in 
either cafe, by declaring frankly:what your Sentiments are as 
t0-this grand. Point.” 'Wibich:if you pleaſe to do, as I know the 
Opinion | 1s not.new or: unheard of before, (a known 'Se& of 
the Fews, and-another of the 4rabians, befides ſome Greeks and 
Romans havingibeen noted for it ;) So 1 ſhalf not load it with 
Odwn, but ogy cxamine'it fairly according to the beſt Light 
1 have, for afurther Diſcovery'or Confirmation ofthe Troth. 
This \Notion:/that One Infinite Mind 'and® Matter make up 
the-Univerſe; feems to me}”b ſay, the common Centre whereia 
the Lines of  your>Diſconrſe meet *and terminate. And 
4his fame Notion I take to be the'Root of Philoſophical Deifm, 


properly 


Tz 


- 


3 proper! erly { call'd,, (for I do_not oppoſe it here to Chriſtia- 
$i or Reveal'd Religion) which as it ſprings up, ſpreads it 
Mn | 


#7 felt into ſeveral Branches. You difown and very well refite 

=” the Mare#ialift, who would have but one ſingle Subſtance in the 

& World, namely. Matter. But as to the Philoſophical Deilſts, 

3 who are more conſiderable and moderate, holding two Prin- 

= ciples, Matter and univerſal Mind, 1 do not find that your 

© Notions do at all difagree with that Hypotheſis. Nay, if 1 

2 be.-not. miſtaken, this is the common ſource from whEnce they: 

> riſe, or. the common Receptacle into which they run, Let us 

* compare them a little, if you pleaſe, to obſerve their Agree- © 

= ment or Diſagreement. | 

> © The grand Principle of that Deiſm we ſpeak -of, I conceive 

+ 1s this; There's one Infinite univerſal Spirit that actuates Mat- 

> ter always; and according, to the different diſpoſitions and: 

'* Syſtems of Matter, it exerciſes different Operations , Ratio- 

- nal, Senſitive, or Vegetative. Soas theſe are not the Powers . * 

+ or- Operations of particular and. individual Spirits, diſtin& Fe 

=> from the Univerſal, but the ſeveral Influences: and*EffeRts of 

= the- univerſal Spirit, as the different Co 1ons and Mo- - 

+ il extions of Matter will permit. This: e Virgil is 

= ws oy to have expreſs'd, and makes *Anchiſer among the 
| 5, to deliver it as an Arcamm to- his Son. e/£zeas , in 

; theſ+- words, 2 


q Principio calum,. ac terras, cattpoſe, baxenter, . * . +- > Macid. On} 
"Lucentemg; globum Eune , Titaniaque aftra - % 
| _ . Spiritts intis alit, totamg; infuſa per artus 

 _ , "Mens afitat molem, & mapno ſe corgore miſcet,, © 2 
vu *:.. + Jnde Hominum pecudymq, genus, Viteq; volantion, © + 4 
| 3. 50hty Fy que marmorto fert monſtra ſit aquore Pontu.”” © 


"Za 


=- 
o 


"*This,. you ſee,” takes in both ratiptial and irrational Crea-'Georg, 4. | 


tures, as. he had done before in a like Deſcription ;, but our 
concera 1s only. for rational Natures and the Sout'of Man. 
'An& if the Soul” of Man be nothing but an influx. from ano- 
ther. Priaciple , .not a. diſtinf permanent. Subſtance, 'and. the 
Frigcipte: its own Ations, whoſoever goes vpon this Prin-. 
- ciple, 1 d6 not Worter if -he cannot allow imnare- 1dea's, or 
HR practical 


FF) 


e-Principles: in the Soul... For there-is no permanent. Sout. 

in& Subſtance to imprint them upon ; They..are the 

ions of another Being, and exerted. according to- the 
Oferatons of the Body,. or may be wholly intermitted when 
the Body is aſleep. This, 1 think, they ſpeak coherently with 
the: former Poſition. . Moreover upon that Hypotheſis, The. 
Soul cannot be ſaid to be Immortal, or to at and operate af-, 
ter; the diſſolution of the Body ; for the Body then is 00 fur-- 
ther. capable of thoſe Influences. 

Furthermore, in- conſequence of this Principle of Deiſm 
and the Mortality of the Soul, great Doubts.and Difficultics 
muſt needs ariſe to them about the Reſurreftion, How it can 
be the ſame an or the ſame Perſon that riſes again, when. 
both the Body and the Soul are new. *And this would bring 
on nice . Diſpptes .about the Notions of 7dentiry and Diver- 
ſay. Which accordingly we find” diſcuſs'd at large in the 
Ef , nc their SatisfaQtion, I ſuppoſe, that go upon thoſe 

1ples. 

wil - mention another Doubt or. Diſpute , which ark. 
om that Principle, viz. That the Soul is not a Subſtance, di 
ſtin& from God and Matter. From this Poſition a rr. or 
ſprings up concerning the Powers of Matter, or whether ror 
ter be. not capable of Cogitation. * If the Soul be not a Fen? 
ſtance diſtin Fon God and Matter , then all ,our. Cogi 
tions are either the Operations of God, or the Oat of 
. Matter ; there being no, third Subſtance. to. be the Subject 'of 
them, This being the caſe, They chuſe- (as of two inconve- 
niences the leſs) to make Matter the Subjet” of them, rather 
than God ; adding this Nay > gat That Matter hath not 
this Power of Cogitation 
communicated. to.'it from. God. Neither do. they. gym 
aſſert (ſo far as 1 know) this Power of Cogitation in 
. either, innate..or impreſs z but leave that as a floating; Pro- } 

, whuch they will not determine either” way, * But 


ing this Contorethe takes its Original only from their Prin- i | 


ciples, they oj bound, to, decide _it , or declare, which "ir.0 
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"POST SCRIPT. 


L- E Epicurean Philoſophers have given us a Aethed of Sci- 
_ without any other. Fry Ig oor i are rn | 
ſe and E me "36 
_ on . And; it . 
244-29 to make Mea ply wy Thee or vFn a ie I 
and. to; beat.out of; the Schools ſome. empry, Notions or br : 
nalities. . . But as it does not reach th Criterion, or the 4 
firſt Diſcriminations we make of "True and Falſe; ? -alfo- in * 
reference to. Geod and. Evil; thoſe Prin 28/1 ples fall ſhort-a = ill : 
not bear, when they.came to-lay. a Foundation fot-Morality and. * 
Religion. , They $00 GO: no higher. than-Fpiturme's ZN My 
till within.the compabs -of a Temporal Felicity, 'and proviſion - 
fox it,. Theſe Authors. mult either AY upon. Principle of Pri- 
Preerai TUFTS for ny ho their Yer Pic .or, of the 
ation,of CIE F Ve no >.CNAart 
latrinſick a 


- e no | 

kts ng the make. ln L LIgnck, tlie bd. 
Moral Attributes in; the Idea: of the Divine - Juſtice, ) a lor 
prove the Immortality of the Soul, or a fiiture, 


meats and Rewards. And their: Ne ,of Conſczenc ; 
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they d'up 
with OT ans No an-- others, b5 5g) 
thoſe, Priuciples,, I fhould, be ; Ps it HY 
Yet I do not account the Epicurean-P 
+ theiſts, but rather a ſort of ag a 
_ of Men under that de ny 
and own no Deity diſtin& from 
worſt Deiſts,; and ſcarce. deſerve that name or title, 4 "YE yon 
= th it. Others that own an Immaterial Deity; and that- 11 
1. 19tthe.only Swbſtrarmm of-all things,,are. yetdiſtin-. 
viſhable into different Parties, beth in reſpe& of theix nature? 
Tinciples and Dei, bt Some of them will own not only at "% | 
amaterial Deity, but alſo particular, finite, immaterial. 
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onthe contrary, will own bþ 
reveaPd Religion, but not. that the.Soul-of 1 
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- are-m ae confeſs 6 fon have a niore plauſible 
ds e reſt, in my ' Opinion, and better deſerye to_be 
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